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REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENT NON-ENTRY 
AND CONDITIONAL REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION 

In response to the final Office Action mailed on October 31, 2003, we submitted 

an amendment to the Office on December 2, 2003. The amendment followed an 

interview with the Examiner on November 24, 2003, and incorporates the suggestion 

made by the Examiner during that interview. The amendment made no substantive 

change to the claims; it merely clarified the order of steps in claim 35. 

Under these circumstances, we respectfully question the Examiner's refusal to 
enter the amendment and consider it on the basis of the art of record. A new search is not 
required because nothing of substance was added to the claims. Accordingly, we 
respectfully request reconsideration of the Examiner's refusal to enter the amendment. 

In order to minimize late fees, the Examiner is authorized to treat this paper as a 
request for continued examination, and to enter the December 2, 2003 amendment 
pursuant thereto, if she maintains her refusal to enter the amendment as filed in response 
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to the October 31, 2003 Office Action (or if, having been entered, the amendment is not 
deemed to place the application in condition for allowance). As noted in the amendment, 
we await receipt of initialed copies of the Forms 1449 that accompanied the Information 
Disclosure Statements filed on December 17, 2001, August 13, 2003, and August 21, 



This paper is submitted with a petition to extend time for one month, since the 
amendment was submitted within two months of the mailing date of the final office 
action. Should further extension or any other fee be occasioned by this paper, the Office 
is authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 20-0531. 



2003. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: April 7, 2004 
Reg. No. 33,497 




Tel. No.: (617) 310-8108 
Fax No.: (617) 248-7100 



Attorney for Applicant(s) 

Testa, Hurwitz, & Thibeault, LLP 

High Street Tower 

125 High Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 021 10 



3049895 



